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EAST KENWICK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield 
MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.53 pm]: I take this opportunity to speak about issues surrounding the 
school grounds at East Kenwick Primary School. East Kenwick is a low socioeconomic area. It has students 
from a wide variety of backgrounds. As a result, the school has developed some great incentives to integrate with 
the local community and deal with some of the more difficult issues that arise from time to time. I recently spoke 
to the school’s principal, Janis Hepburn, about some of her frustrations in dealing with the integration between 
the school system and the various government departments. She expressed her concern that she had been dealing 
with a difficult student for some time before discovering that the Department for Child Protection actually had a 
caseworker assigned to that particular student. Had this information been known to the school, it would have 
been able to access additional funds to assist this student much earlier. It is critical that our various government 
agencies work closely as, in this instance, the student concerned initiated a series of vandal attacks which caused 
considerable damage to the school. It was due to this damage that I was contacted by Mr Craig Brown, one of the 
hardworking members of the parents and citizens association, about the prospect of putting a fence around the 
school to improve the aesthetics of the school, as well as to protect it from outside incursions, and to provide 
some safety for the students who play on a grassed area near a very busy road. Craig was desperate to see where 
we could get some money for this wall and is looking to find a sponsor within the community to help fund it. 

It is a tragedy that in a wealthy state such as Western Australia, hardworking P&C members are forced to seek 
help from the private sector to fill gaps in funding that should be met by a government that is increasingly 
unconcerned about the poorer parts of our community and more concerned about supporting wealthy mining 
billionaires. 
 


